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PM tells Britai 
march of 


stop 


Johnson's warning 
as epidemic nears 
period of ‘fast growth’ 


Public urged to avoid 
travel and stay away 
from pubs and theatres 


Focus on over-70s, 
pregnant women and 
those with health issues 


Boris Johnson has urged the public 
to take unprecedented peacetime 
measures, including avoiding all 
unnecessary contact and travel and 
staying away from pubs and theatres, 
on the back of expert modelling that 
suggests the approach could cut the 
estimated coronavirus death toll from 
260,000 to 20,000. 

The prime minister said the disease 
was now “approaching the fast growth 
part of the upward curve”, with Lon- 
don in the vanguard. Deaths in the UK 
rose from 35 to 55 yesterday, with half 
of diagnosed cases in the capital. 

He announced stringent steps, 
including 14 days of self-isolation for 
ahousehold ifanyone displays symp- 
toms of the disease. Anyone who can 
work from home should doso, he said. 

After several days in which the 
government faced questions over 
whyit had eschewed drastic measures 
taken in other countries, such as 
school closures, Johnson used the first 
of his new daily press conferences to 
announce the new plan. 

“Now is the time for everyone to 
stop non-essential contact with oth- 
ers andto stop all unnecessary travel. 
We need people to start working from 
home where they possibly can. And 
you should avoid pubs, clubs, thea- 
tres and other such social venues,” 
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HS staff fear for their health after 
rules are changed over kit that can 
protect them from virus 


France imposes near lockdown 
and EU bans foreigners from 
entering bloc for 30 days 


Tens of thousands of volunteers 
ign up tolookafter the most 
vulnerable in society 
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The Grand National, the biggest 
horse race in the British sport- 
ing calendar, has been cancelled 
because of Covid-19 


the prime minister said. The prime 
minister said the advice to avoid 
unnecessary social contact was “par- 
ticularly important for people over 
70, for pregnant women and for 
those with some health conditions” 
- and further information would be 
published for the most vulnerable, 
including those with serious underly- 
ing health conditions, in coming days. 
This vulnerable group was described 
as adults who normally are advised to 
have the flu vaccine. 

The government also said it would 
publish fresh advice for the most 
vulnerable in a few days’ time to 
ensure they were “shielded” from 
the virus for a period of 12 weeks. The 
chief scientific adviser said the course 
of Covid-19 in the UK was about three 
weeks behind Italy, which has seen 
more than 1,800 deaths. 


Shoppers queueing to stock up 
yesterday before a Costco store in 
Chingford, London, opens its doors 
PHOTOGRAPH: DAN KITWOOD/GETTY IMAGES 


Ona day of rapid developments in 
the pandemic: 
@ World Health Organization director 
general, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye- 
sus, urged governments to continue 
tracking cases of the virus, saying, 
“test, test, test”. The UK promised to 
scale up testing but continues with a 
policy not to test suspected sufferers 
unless they are in hospital, including 
frontline health workers. 
@ Donald Trump banned gatherings of 
more than 10 people while G7 leaders 
said that they would do “whatever is 
necessary” to combat the virus. 
@ Johnson said he was likely to have to 
take more action to protect low-paid 


: Stay in to 
oronavirus 


workers, saying, “nobody should be 
penalised for doing the right thing”. 

If the government had stuck to the 
plans announced last week, Covid-19 
could have cost 260,000 lives, accord- 
ing to modellers from Imperial College 
who haverun computer predictions of 
the impact of different interventions. 
The government strategy is based 
on their work and similar modelling 
from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine. 

Professor Neil Ferguson from Impe- 
rial and colleagues call that B 
scenario 1, the mitigation 
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